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Abstract. Modern turbomachinery applications require nowadays ever-growing rotational speeds and high degree of
reliability. It then becomes natural to focus the attention of the research to contact-free bearings elements. The present
alternatives focus on gas lubricated journal bearings or magnetic bearings. In the present paper both the technologies
are combined with the aim of developing a new kind of hybrid permanent magnetic - gas bearing. This new kind of
machine is intended to exploit the benefits of the two technologies while minimizing their drawbacks. The poor start-up
and low speed operation performance of the gas bearing is balanced by the properties of the passive magnetic one. At high
speeds the dynamic characteristics of the gas bearing are improved by offsetting the stator ring of the permanent magnetic
bearing. Furthermore this design shows a kind of redundancy, which offers soft failure properties. In the present paper, a
detailed mathematical modeling of the gas bearing based on the compressible form of the Reynolds equation is presented.
Perturbation theory is applied in order to identify the dynamic characteristic of the bearing. Due to the simple design of
the magnetic bearings elements - being concentric rings with radial magnetic orientation - analytical expressions for the
calculation of the magnetic flux density and forces are employed, opposed to the main literature trend where finite element
software is utilized at least for the calculation of the B-field. Numerical analysis shows how the rotor equilibrium position
can be made independent on the rotational speed and applied load; it becomes function of the passive magnetic bearing
offset. By adjusting the offset it is possible to significantly influence the dynamic coefficients of the hybrid bearing.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Gas lubrication represents a relatively recent development of fluid film bearing theory. Despite sharing a common
base principle, for which a carrying load is developed as a result of viscous shear stress generation, the main difference
is that compressibility effects need to be taken into consideration. Due to the fact that the lubricant, typically air, has a
much lower viscosity than oil, gas bearings are characterized by lower carrying capacity, higher rotational speed and lower
film thickness. This reduced clearance implies the need for a superior degree of surface finishing, to minimize the risk of
contact between surfaces. Moreover, as the load capacity and dynamic properties are proportional to the operational speed,
gas bearing are generally characterized by poor start-up and shut-down properties (Hamrock, 1994) (Constantinescu et
al., 1985).

Recent progress in magnetic materials science has made feasible the application for passive magnetic bearing purposes.
Active magnetic bearings have been used for several years, however they typically offer a modest force to weight ratio
and require complex and expensive control systems and back-up system in case of controller or power failure (Kjolhede,
2007). As a consequence they have been often relegated to high performance mechatronic systems. Passive magnetic
bearings are on the other hand symple, relatively cheap and light-weight. Their disadvantages are however a lower load
capacity and poor dynamic properties (Mayer and Vesley, 2003).

The combination of the two technologies is characterized by several advantages:

• friction forces are very limited, close to zero, even at high rotational speed. As a consequence, heat generation is
also very low. This is of great advantage for the magnetic bearing, which has an upper operational limit determined
by the Curie temperature of the material;

• gas lubricants are generally very stable with respects to the temperature, they cannot boil, freeze or become
flammable;

• contrary to oil lubricants, air viscosity increases with increasing temperatures, thus overheating provides additional
carrying capacity.

• operation is possible at rotational speeds that exceed the maximum admissible for rolling or even oil lubricated
journal bearings;

• there is no contamination of the surfaces, making them suitable for applications where a clean environment is
required;

• contact free lubrication has low acoustic noise;

• the lack of carrying capacity at low speeds of the gas bearing is provided by the magnetic one;
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• at higher speed, when the aerodynamic lift suffices to carry the load, the magnetic bearing can be used to improve
the dynamic characteristics by offsetting the stator ring magnet.

This paper presents firstly a detailed analytical modeling of the two bearing alone and secondly a comparison with a
combination of one gas and two magnetic bearings working in parallel. The main original conribution of the work is of
theoretical nature. The bearings are part of a mechanical system comprised of a rigid rotor with two degrees of freedom,
allowing translations in the horizontal and vertical directions.

The static and dynamic performance of a cylindrical hydrodynamic gas bearing is evaluated by the means of a per-
turbation analysis (Lund and Thomsen, 1978) (Santos et al., 2001) (SanAndres and Faria, 2000) (SanAndres and Kim,
2008), where expressions for the zeroth and first order field are obtained by a finite difference method.

Analytical expressions for calculating the magnetic flux density and forces are derived for the characterization of a
magnetic bearing consisting of two concentric, radially magnetized rings (Baatz and Hyrenbach, 1991). A ferromagnetic
jacket shielding is included in the design of the bearing with the purpose of enhancing the load carrying capacity (Mayer
and Vesley, 2003). This coefficient is obtaind by the means of a FE analysis software.

Numerical analysis is focused around typical operational parameters for the designed bearing; the load range is be-
tween 5-20 kg and the rotational speed of 10,000-30,000 rpm. The static analysis suggests that the hybrid bearing can
operate independently from these parameters at constant eccentricity; this can be achieved by modifying the offset of the
outer ring magnets using, for example, piezo-actuators. Adopting this strategy it is shown that it is possible to modify and
enhance the dynamic coefficients of the bearing as function of the offset.

2. ANALYTICAL MODELING OF THE HYBRID BEARING

2.1 Gas Bearing

The pressure distribution p in a gas lubricated journal bearing is governed by the standard Reynolds equation:
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where (y, z) are the circumferential and axial coordinates on the plane of the bearing. The viscosity µ can be considered
as function of pressure and temperature. In gases this parameter is marginally affected by variations of pressure and;
moreover is reasonable to assume that gas bearings work in near-isothermal conditions, as frictional heat generation is
very low. Therefore µ is assumed to be constant (Hamrock, 1994). However the density is not constant, due to the
compressibility property of gases. The ideal gas law states that:

ρ =
pM̃

RT
(2)

where M̃ is the molar mass of the gas, R is the universal gas constant and T the gas temperature. In isothermal conditions
all these quantities are constant, thus introducing Eq. (2) into (1) yields:
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which is a nonlinear parabolic equation for the pressure. The boundary conditions for Eq. (3) are:

• the pressure at the bearing sides equals the atmospheric pressure patm:

p(y, 0) = p(y, b) = patm (4)

• the pressure is continuous and periodic in the circumferential direction:

p(y, z) = p(y + 2π, z) (5)

∂p(y, z)
∂y

=
∂p(y + 2π, z)

∂y
(6)

Film thickness. The location of the minimum film thickness is defined by the attitude angle Φ, see Fig. 1 and 2.
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Figure 1. Journal bearing schematic.
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Figure 2. Definition of the journal eccentricity.

The circumferential coordinate is therefore redefined taking into account the attitude angle as:

y = ΘR, Θ = θ + Φ (7)

The journal center Oj is displaced a distance e from the bearing center Ob. This distance is known as the journal eccen-
tricity and may vary with time depending upon the imposed external load on the bearing. The journal eccentricity cannot
exceed the bearing clearance, to avoid solid contact between the surfaces. The eccentricity components in the inertial
coordinate system are:

eX = e cos Φ, eY = e sin Φ (8)

The film thickness function h = h(y, t) depends on the position of the center of the shaft according to:

h = C + eX cos Θ + eY sin Θ (9)

where C = Rb −Rj is the radial clearance of the bearing. [4]

Perturbation equations The general motion of the rotor at frequency (ω) with small amplitude harmonic motion
(∆eX ,∆eY ) around an equilibrium position (eX0 , eY0) is:

eX = eX0 + ∆eXeiωt eY = eY0 + ∆eY eiωt (10)

leading to the following perturbation expression for the film thickness function and pressure field:

h = C + eX0 cos Θ + eY0 sin Θ + (∆eX cos Θ + ∆eY sin Θ) eiωt (11)

p = p0 + (∆eXpX + ∆eY pY ) eiωt (12)

Separating steady state (zeroth order) and perturbed (first order) terms:

h = h0 + ∆heiωt (13)

p = p0 + ∆peiωt (14)

Equation (13) and (14) can be inserted into (3), yielding (neglecting higher order terms) the zeroth and first order lubrica-
tion equations:
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• First order
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Zeroth order equation. For given operation conditions U = ΩRj and excentricity, the nonlinear PDE (15) is solved
using a finite difference approximation on a discretized domain of dimensionm×n in the y and z coordinate respectively.
The resulting algebraic system is also nonlinear in p0, therefore the solution cannot be achieved directly. In the present
case, an iterative solution strategy is developed splitting the pressure terms in the Reynolds equation, Eq. (15) as:[
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Starting from an initial guess for pα0 , the problem becomes linear in pβ0 and thus can be solved directly for this variable,
which then becomes the new guess for the next iteration. The solution strategy is then run until the difference between the
solutions of two successive iterations is smaller than a set tolerance. This approach has been verified to be generally more
stable and faster than a Newton-Raphson scheme. Once a solution is produced the zeroth order pressure field is integrated
over the bearing surface, which in turn imposes vertical and horizontal lubrication reaction forces:
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∫ 2π

0
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0
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(19)

First order equations. The solution of the first order perturbation Eq. (16) and (17) for the perturbed pressures
(pX , pY ) is straightforward, as these are linear PDEs. Given a zeroth order field p0 they are solved via a finite difference
scheme and subsequently integrated over the bearing surface to determine the stiffness and damping coefficients:

K + iωD =
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0
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0

 pX cos Θ pX sin Θ

pY cos Θ pY sin Θ
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It is important to notice that the dynamic coefficients are dependent on the excitation frequency and that the model assumes
small amplitude of perturbations (Arghir et al., 2006) (Santos et al., 2001).

2.2 Magnetic Bearing

For the calculations of the magnetic flux density B and magnetic force Fm, a permanent magnetic bearing consisting
of two radially magnetized rings is considered. The dimensions, the coordinate system arrangement and relationship
between spontaneous magnetization and equivalent surface current density are shown in Fig. 3. Three coordinate systems
are used for the analysis: the cylindrical system (rm, αm, zm), the cartesian moving system (xm, ym, zm) attached to the
outer ring and the cartesian stationary system (um, vm, wm) attached to the inner ring (Baatz and Hyrenbach, 1991).

Outer ring. The equivalent surface current density for the outer ring is defined as the cross product of magnetization
vector Mo and a normalized vector perpendicular to the magnet’s faces n±:

SFo
= −n± ×Mo (21)

where the magnetization is defined as:

Mo = M

 cosαm
sinαm

0

 (22)

withM being the spontaneous magnetization of the material. The magnetic flux densityBo can then be obtained throught
the Biot-Savart law:

Bo =
µ0

4π

∫ ∫
A

SFo
×RP ′P

‖RP ′P ‖3
dA (23)

where the vector RP ′P is the distance between a generic point P on the inner ring magnet and a source point P ′ on the
outer ring magnet:

RP ′P =

 Xm − rm cosαm
−rm sinαm
Zm − zm

 (24)
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Figur 19.3: Tværsnit af ringmagneter 
med dimensionsangivelse. 

 
 

 

Figur 19.4: De to ringmagneter 

forskudt i forhold til hinanden. 

(um,vm,wm)-koordinatsystemet er 

stationært. 

 

Figur 19.5: Magnetiserings- og 

overfladestrømretningsangivelse. 

 
 

 
På figur 19.4 er det (xm,ym,zm)-referencesystemet, som er det bevægelige system, og (um,vm,wm)-
referencesystemet, som er det stationære system. Benævnelsen afviger fra den, som anvendes i de 
fleste lærebøger. Men notationen er i dette afsnit bibeholdt for at holde symmetrien til Baatz og 
Hyrenbach’s artikel. Koordinatangivelsen ændres til sidst i afsnittet, så den passer med 
forsøgsopstillingens globale koordinatsystem, hvor u-retningen ligger langs akslens symmetriakse.  
 
Den magnetiske fluxdensitet, hvilken, kan for den ydre ringmagnet skrives som: 
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Vektoren ’Rp’p ’ er afstanden imellem et punkt ’P ’ på den indre ringmagnet og punktet ’P’  ’ på den 
ydre ringmagnet, se figur 19.6. Fra figur 19.5 ses det, at overfladestrømmen af ydermagneten 
antages at løbe med urets retning, dvs. den ydre ringmagnet har magnetisk syd på dens inderside. 
Krydsningen imellem afstandsvektoren og overfladestrømsvektoren resulterer i en vektor gående fra 
venstre mod højre i figur 19.5. Denne vektor ’Ba ’ er dermed den ydre ringmagnets fluxdensitet. 
Indsættes udtrykket for afstandsvektoren ’RP’P ’ og overfladstrømmen ’SFo ’ i ligning 19.3 fås:  
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Med ligning 19.4 er det nu muligt at finde fluxdensiten for den ydre ringmagnet, når 
afstandene ’X ’og ’Z ’ kendes, samt magnetdimensionerne ’ro_in ’, ’ ro_out ’ og ’lm ’. 

Figure 3. Characterization of the permanent magnetic bearing. From (Baatz and Hyrenbach, 1991).

Inserting Eq. (21), (22) and (24) into (25), one obtains:

Bo =
µ0

4π

∫ 2π

αm=0

∫ roout

rm=roin

 − cosαm(Zm − zm)
− sinαm(Zm − zm)
Xm cosαm − rm


[(Xm − rm cosαm)2 + (rm sinαm)2 + (Zm − zm)2]3/2

∣∣∣∣∣∣∣∣∣∣∣∣

zm=+la/2

zm=−la/2

rmdrmdαm (25)

Inner ring. The spontaneous magnetization of the inner ring is equivalent to that of the outer one, see Eq. (22),
however with opposite direction, see Fig. 3:

Mi = −M

 cosαm
sinαm

0

 (26)

With this quantity it is possible to calculate the equivalent surface current density on the inner ring:

SFi = −n± ×Mi (27)

Magnetic bearing force. The magnetic force between the two rings depends both on the magnetization of the inner
ring, Eq. (26) and the magnetic field of the outer one, Eq. (25). If the surrounding of the bearing is filled with a material
of unitary relative permeability, the force of a single current-carrying conductor within a magnetic field is given by:

F =
∫ 2π

β=0

∫ riout

ρm=riin

(SFi ×Bo)

∣∣∣∣∣∣
wm=+li/2

wm=−li/2

ρmdρmdβm (28)

In order to correctly describe the magnetic force for any point P of the moving reference of frame (xm, ym, zm) in the
fixed one, (um, vm, wm), this should be rotated as show in Fig. 4. The distances Xm and Zm are function of the position
of ring magnets in relation to each other. Thus, these can be defined as:

Xm =
√

(∆rm + ρm cosβ)2 + (ρm sinβ)2

Zm = wm + ∆zm
(29)

Note that if the rings are perfectly axially aligned, Zm = wm. The angle δ between the two coordinate systems is defined
as:

δ = ±ρm cosβ + ∆rm
Xm

(30)

+ for 0 ≤ β ≤ π and − for π ≤ β ≤ 2π. The angle φ between Xm and ρm is also given as:

φ =
{

β − δ, 0 ≤ β ≤ π
2π − β + δ, π ≤ β ≤ 2π (31)
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Afstandene ’X ’og ’Z ’er funktioner af placeringen af ringmagneterne i forhold til hinanden. 
Dermed kan disse findes som værende  

 ( ) ( )22
)sin()cos( !"!" ++#= rX  (19.5) 

 

 zwZ
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Det antages, at magneterne ikke udsættes for en aksial forskydning., Dermed kan ’#z ’ antages være 
lig 0 under normale forsøgsbetingelser. Ligning 19.6 kan som følge af denne antagelse forkortes 
til ’Z = wm ’. Afstanden ’Z ’ er dermed kun afhængig af den indre ringmagnets bredde. I Baatz og 
Hyrenbach artikle [1] er der muligvis en mindre trykfejl, da den forkerte vinkel bruges i forbindelse 
med cosinusrelationen, som danner grundlag for ligning 19.5. Kraften imellem de to ringmagneter 
kan dermed findes som værende overfladestrømmen af den indre ringmagnet krydset med fluxfeltet 
fra den ydre ringmagnet, hvilket er udledt ud fra Maxwell’s spændingstensorteorem. 
  

 

Figur 19.6:Tværsnit af forskudte magneter med 

vektor angivelse. 

 

Figur 19.7: Vektortrekant med vinkelbenævnelse. 

Forstørret udsnit fra figur19.6. 

 

Vinklen ’$ ’ imellem vektorerne ’X ’og ’#r ’ kan udledes som angivet i ligningen 19.7. Udover 

denne vinkel ’$ ’er vinklen imellem vektoren ’X ’ og ’" ’ også vigtig at kende, her betegnet ’% ’. 
Denne vinkel er betydende for kraftkomponenten i aksial retning. Vinkelen er angivet i ligningen 
19.8.  

 !
"

#
$
%

& +#
±=

X

r )cos(
arccos

!"
$  (19.7) 

+ for 0 ! ! ! " og – for " ! ! ! 2" 

 
'
(
)

&&+'

&&'
=

(!($!(

(!$!
%

2for ,2

0for ,
 (19.8) 

Stadig huskende på, at det er (xm, ym, zm)-referencesystemet, der er det bevægelige koordinatsystem 
for denne matematiske udledning, kan den resulterende kraft imellem de to magneter findes som  
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Med overfladestrømmen ’SFi ’ af den indre ringmagnet fundet på samme måde som for den ydre 
ringmagnet kan ligning 19.9 udledes som.  

m

m

Figure 4. Magnetic bearing cross section, with displacement and coordinate system definition.

The magnetic flux density of the outer ring given in Eq. (25) is also rewritten in the fixed reference as:

Bo =

 Bxi cos δ
Bxi sin δ
Bzi

 (32)

It is finally possible to rewrite Eq. (28) as:

F = Mi

∫ 2π

β=0

∫ riout

ρm=riin

 Bzi cosβ
Bzi sinβ
−Bxi cosφ

∣∣∣∣∣∣
wm=+li/2

wm=−li/2

ρmdρmdβ (33)

In order to increase the magnetic force, which in turns improves the load carrying capacity of the magnetic bearing, a
possible strategy is to lower the reluctance of the paths of the magnetic flux outside the bearing, causing an increase of
magnetic flux density in the air gap, see Fig. 5 and 6. This can be done quite easily by shielding the magnets with a soft
ferromagentic material of high permeability. The improvement of the characteristic curve (radial force vs. eccentricity)
of the bearing is shown in Fig. 7. A shielding factor is calculated with the aid of the magnetic finite element software
FEMM. Note that the slope of the characteristic curve is the stiffness of the bearing.

Figure 5. Magnetic flux den-
sity plot without shielding.

Figure 6. Magnetic flux den-
sity plot with shielding.
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Figure 7. Characteristic curve of the magnetic
bearing with and without shielding.

3. NUMERICAL ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION

3.1 Steady state analysis

For a given position of the journal (eX , eY ), the Reynolds equation can be solved for the pressure, which in turn
imposes vertical and horizontal lubrication forces on the shaft, see Eq. (19). Similarly, it is possible to calculate the
magnetic forces on the shaft, as given in Eq. (33). Note that a further coordinate transformation is necessary in order to
express the magnetic forces in the same reference as the gas ones. For a bearing to be in equilibrium the lubrication forces
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must equilibrate a given load W acting on the vertical direction: W + F gasX (eX , eY ) + Fmag−AX (eX , eY ) + Fmag−BX (eX , eY ) = 0

F gasY (eX , eY ) + Fmag−AY (eX , eY ) + Fmag−BY (eX , eY ) = 0
(34)

which is a nonlinear system that can be solved by a Newton-Rhapson scheme with the Jacobian calculated via finite
differences.

At this point it should be emphasized that the hybrid bearing is design to offer contact-free support in static conditions
and during start-up or shut-down. However, the maximum relative eccentricity of the gas bearings is ca. 0.2% of the
magnetic one, therefore the stator ring magnets should be vertically (−X direction) offset in order to provide the carrying
load at zero or low operational speed, see Fig. 8. The offset value can be found via another Newton-Raphson scheme
analogous to the one presented in Eq. (34), however solved for the offset and not the equilibrium position. Note that the
offset is a function of the required eccentricity, see Fig. 9. If the offset is kept constant as the rotational speed increases,
the combination of magnetic and hydrodynamic forces tends to move the equilibium position towards the center of the
bearing. This is generally not preferable in hydrodynamic bearing operation. However, the problem is relatively easy
to solve, as the required offset in order to keep a constant eccentricity can be calculated for any rotational speed and
physically generated by piezo-actuators. With this strategy is then possible to define a priory a (constant) equilibrium
position throughout a whole range of operational velocities and static loads, as opposed to a traditional hydrodynamic
bearing, see Fig. 10 and 11.
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3.2 Dynamic analysis

The hybrid bearing is composed of one gas and two magnetic bearing in parallel; The physical representation of the
dynamic coefficients and the schematic layout of the hybrid: bearing is presented in Fig. 12 and 13.
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Figure 12. Physical representation of the dy-
namic coefficients of the bearing.
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12 Statiske beregninger på forsøgsopstillingen  
Akslen understøttes med et testleje og et sfærisk kugleleje, se figur 12.1. Testlejet består af en 
passivt-magnetisk del og en folielejedel. Testlejet er konstrueret, så det kun understøtter akslen i 
radial retning. Derfor kan akslen ved dette leje antages at være glidende, simpelt understøttet. Det 
sfæriske kugleleje sikrer akslens frie rotation omkring fastgørelsespunktet.  

 

 

Figur 12.1: Aksel med understøtninger. 

Den statiske belastning i testlejet deles imellem de passivt-magnetiske lejer og folielejet. 
Understøtningens karakter opdeles som funktion af akselrotationshastigheden. Derfor kan der 
opstilles tre generelle statiske understøtningstilfælde for akslen.  
 

1) Akselen rotorer ikke: Akslen understøttes ikke af folielejedelen.  
2) Akselen rotorer med en hastighed under 5.000 omdr./min: Både de passivt-magnetiske dele og 

folielejedelen yder en understøtning; fordelingen imellem dem er uvis.  
3) Akselen rotorer hurtigere end 10.000 omdr./min: De passivt-magnetiske dele af lejer yder ingen 

understøtning på akselen.  
 
I forsøgsopstillingen kan der vælges, om der skal monteres et passivt-magnetisk leje på hver side af 
folielejet eller kun på den ene side. Hvis der kun benyttes et enkelt passivt-magnetisk leje, skal dette 
monteres på folielejehusets side vendende mod svinghjulet. På grund af denne valgmulighed i 
forsøgsopstillingen er der for hvert af de statiske understøtningstilfælde 1 og 2, endnu en opdeling i 
et a og b tilfælde.  
 
Akslen kan simplificeres til følgende ligevægtsdiagrammer med reaktions- og tyngdekræfter, se 
figur 12.2. I nogle tilfælde er akslen simpelt, statisk understøttet. Dette gælder tilfældene 1b og 3. I 
disse tilfælde kan reaktionskræfterne findes ved at tage en momentligevægt og kraftligevægt. 
I de resterende tilfælde er der tale om statisk ubestemte understøtningstilfælde. Her kan 
reaktionerne findes ved at antage et simpelt understøtningstilfælde og dernæst finde den dertil 
svarende reaktionskraft til den givne forskydning.  
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Gas bearing

Figure 13. Schematic layout of the hybrid bear-
ing.

The effective stiffness constant of the bearing is given by:

K = Kgas +Kmag−A +Kmag−B (35)

However one should notice that the stiffness contribution of the magnetic bearing is around two orders of magnitude
smaller than the gas bearing. As for the damping coefficient, it is assumed that the contribution of the passive magnetic
bearing is negligible compared to the gas one:

D = Dgas (36)
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Figure 14. Stiffness coefficients as function of the rotational
speed, gas bearing vs. hybrid bearing at e=0.5C.
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Figure 15. Damping coefficients as function of the rota-
tional speed, gas bearing vs. hybrid bearing at e=0.5C.

The dynamic coefficients may be directly used in different rotor-dynamics calculations like unbalance response, random
vibrations response, critical speeds and rotor stability (Lund and Orcutt, 1967) (Lund, 1968) (Lund, 1974) (Lund, 1976).
In Fig. 14 to 17 a comparison between the synchronous dimensionless dynamic coefficients as function of the rotational
speed of the gas bearing and hybrid bearing is presented. In both cases the simulations span at a typical operational range
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of 10,000 - 30,000 rpm and with 10 kg of static load. Figure 14 and 15 are obtained imposing an eccentricity of e=0.5C
to the hybrid bearing. It is noticed that the stiffness coefficients are improved, although only after ca. 15,000 rpm; this is
behaviour relates to the eccentricity at which the gas bearing operates before and after this speed, as it will be explained
subsequently. It is noticed that the damping coefficients cannot be consideralby affected by the eccentricity (Arghir et
al., 2006). This is confirmed by analyzing Fig. 17, which compares the damping coefficients of the gas bearing and the
hybrid bearing at e = 0.75C. The direct coefficients in particular are only marginally altered, whereas the cross-coupled
terms are characterized by larger deviations, sign inversions, although keeping the anti-symmetry typical of gas bearings
(Czolczynski, 1996). On the other hand Fig. 16 clearly shows how operating at higher eccentricities the stiffness of the
bearing considerably improves , with increments up to 200% for the direct coefficients, while maintaing overall symmetry
of the cross-coupled terms.
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Figure 16. Stiffness coefficients as function of the rota-
tional speed, gas bearing vs. hybrid bearing at e=0.75C.
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Figure 17. Damping coefficients as function of the rota-
tional speed, gas bearing vs. hybrid bearing at e=0.75C.
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Figure 19. Relative eccentricity as function of the rotational
speed.

The direct influence that imposing eccentricity has on the behaviour of bearing stiffness becomes clear analyzing Fig.
18 and 19, where the vertical direct stiffness coefficients KXX and the relative eccentricity at equilibium of the gas and
hybrid bearing are presented as function of the rotational speed. Note that the load on the bearing is once again kept at a
constant value of W=10 kg. It is interesting to notice that the value of the stiffness of the hybrid bearing is higher than
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the one of the gas bearing only if the equilibrium position has higher eccentricity at the corresponding speed. Therefore,
imposing an eccentricity e = 0.4C to the hybrid bearing translates in lowering the value of KXX compared to the gas
bearing, throughout the whole velocity range. For e = 0.5C the gas bearing has higher eccentricity up to ca. 15,000 rpm;
thus, up to this threshold the gas bearing is stiffer. The maximum eccentricity of the gas bearing is about 0.53C, meaning
that for the cases of e = 0.65C and e = 0.75C the stiffness coefficients of the hybrid bearing are higher independently of
the rotational speed.

4. CONCLUSION

This paper presents an analytical model for the calculations of the static and dynamic parameters of a hybrid permanent
magnet - gas bearing. The combination of the two technologies improves the characteristic of the single elements; the
limited carrying capacity of the self-acting gas bearing at low operational velocities can be provided by the magnetic
bearing by carefully offsetting the stator ring magnets; when operating at higher speed the hydrodynamic forces are
strong enough to carry the load and the passive magnetic bearing can be exploited in order to prescribe an operational
eccentricity to the rotor by adjusting the offset. This in turns renders the equilibrium position of the bearing independent
from the applied load and rotational speed. More importantly, having control over the eccentricity means that the dynamic
coefficients can be modified and improved compared to a traditional gas bearing.
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