SOARD Home

Welcome to the SOARD Home Page. 

The Southern Office of Aerospace Research and Development (SOARD) is the branch of the Air Force Office of Scientific Research’s International Office (AFOSR/IO) responsible for managing the AFOSR’s basic research activity in Central and South America.  Its mission is to serve as the U.S. Air Force liaison with the scientific and engineering communities of the region by supporting research goals of the Air Force Research Laboratory (AFRL) through a variety of international programs.  The main program are:   

Window-on-Science (WOS) Program – Invites distinguished scientists from Central and South America institutions to visit AFRL Laboratories and organizations. 

Conference Support Program (CSP) – Provides financial support for conferences in Central and South America to stimulate interactions among AFRL and international researchers.


Research Contracts and Grants Program – Provides seed money for research contracts and grants to fund world-class research in Central and South America of interest to AFRL and its research community.  Specific topics of interest are outlined in the AFOSR Broad Agency Announcement (BAA).
SOARD has sister organizations based at Tokyo, Japan, known as the Asian Office of Aerospace Research and Development (AOARD), and at London known as the European Office of Aerospace Research and Development (EOARD).
REQUIREMENT

Foreign recipients of Conference Support (CSP) and Research Grants and Contracts must have a NATO Commercial and Governmental Entity (NCAGE) Code assigned before they can receive funding from the US government. If your organization does not already have a NCAGE assigned you may register here. 

Please note that the NCAGE is tied to the payment process and it must be issued in the name of the organization that will receive payment and cash the check. 
You may proceed with submission of the proposal and provide the NCAGE when you are officially notified that the proposal will be funded. 

As you explore this website, you'll find a description of our international activities and our available services. For general inquiries about SOARD and its programs, send your e-mail to TheAmericas@afosr.af.mil
  
 

Privacy and Security Disclaimer 
This AFRL Government internet web site is provided as a public service by the Air Force Research Laboratory. It is intended for use by the public for viewing and retrieving information only. Unless otherwise indicated, all information on this site is considered public information and may be copied or distributed. Visitors should know that use of this site is collected for analytical and statistical purposes, such as assessing what information is of most and least interest, determining technical design specifications, and identifying system performance or problem areas. For site security purposes and to ensure that this service remains available to all users, this government computer system employs software programs to monitor network traffic to identify unauthorized attempts to upload or change information, or otherwise cause damage. Raw data logs will only be used to identify individual users and their usage habits for authorized law enforcement investigations or national security purposes. These logs are scheduled for regular destruction in accordance with DoD Guidelines. 
Unauthorized attempts to deny service, upload or change information, or an attempt to access a non-public site from this web site/server are strictly prohibited and may be punishable under Title 18 of the U.S. Code to include the Computer Fraud and Abuse Act of 1986. The United States Air Force cannot be held responsible for any linking beyond official Air Force web pages or business. Neither the United States Government nor any agency thereof, nor any of their employees, nor any of their contractors, subcontractors, nor their employees, makes any warranty, express or implied, or assumes any legal liability or responsibility for the accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of any information, apparatus, product, or process disclosed, or represents that its use would not infringe privately owned rights. The appearance of hyperlinks does not constitute endorsement by the United States Government of the website or the information, products, or services contained therein. Reference herein to any specific commercial product, process, or service by trade name, trademark, manufacturer, or otherwise, does not necessarily constitute or imply its endorsement, recommendation, or favoring by the United States Government or any agency, contractor, or subcontractor thereof. The views and opinions of authors expressed herein do not necessarily state or reflect those of the United States Government or any agency, contractor or subcontractor thereof 

Research Grants 
SOARD’s Research Grant Program acts as seed money to initiate collaborations between scientists from Latin America and the Air Force Research Laboratory. The grants are typically on the order of US$20,000 to US$25,000 per year for up to three years. There are usually more qualified projects than funds available to pay so this program, therefore the program favors those projects most likely to be of interest to AFOSR program managers or Air Force Research Laboratory (AFRL) scientists. 

The purpose of this website is to provide AFRL scientists, and interested scientists from Latin America, with all the necessary information to take full advantage of this program. The site covers the following topics: 
· Procedure for Submitting Proposals 

· Forms 
Cover Letter  
Budget Form 

Please read all of the information on this site and contact the Americas Program Manager if you have any questions. The Americas Program Manager can be contacted via email at: TheAmericas@afosr.af.mil 
Research Grants - Procedure for Submitting Proposals
Step 1: Determine level of interest by AFRL/AFOSR. 

The AFOSR Broad Agency Announcement (BAA) provides a description of basic research areas of interest to AFRL.  The BAA is located at the AFOSR website at http://www.afosr.af.mil/. The typical initial level of support is US$20,000 to US$25,000 per year for up to three years.

If you have any questions contact TheAmericas@afosr.af.mil.
Step 2: Submit White Paper 

The White Paper proposal should include the following: 
· Your position at your institution. 

· Your research interests. 

· Aspects of AFOSR's BAA you wish to address and name of corresponding Program Manager (provided at the bottom of each research topic). 

· A brief description of a scientific problem and/or challenge. 

· The scientific objective in engaging in the proposed research. 

· What approach will be taken to solve the stated problem 
· What resources, human and physical, are available. 

· An approximate estimate of the cost of doing the research and breakdown of work tasks. 

· Financial institution and point of contact to which the check will be issued.  Include a Fed-X delivery address.  (Be sure to include administrative overhead fees in the proposal – justify if over 10%.)
This white-paper should be no longer than two to three pages. Please also attach a brief résumé of the proposer and any other scientific personnel who will be involved in this project, and you are welcome to attach any publications as supporting material (not counted as part of the proposal).  The SOARD Program Manager will consult with the corresponding AFOSR technical manager to assess the technical merits of the proposal. The program manager may also discuss with you ideas to refine your proposed project to better match Air Force needs. 

A project that is funded usually has one or more of the characteristics below: 

· Potential return on investment is high. 

· Researcher has unique capabilities. 

· Establishment has unique research facilities. 

Step 3: Submit Proposal and Forms 

If selected the SOARD Program Manager will require you to submit three items: 
· An official proposal (e.g., an updated white paper). 

· A Cover Letter signed by your business office 

· Budget Sheet for each year of proposal signed by your business office 


Notes on the forms: 

· Cover page: 

· If you have an EIN or TIN number, please include it in the form, otherwise you can leave it blank. 

· If you have the DUNS, please include it otherwise you can leave it blank. 

· For Proposal Valid Unit please put down 12 months. 

· For AFOSR Organization check “Other” and write SOARD. 

· PI/PD stands for Principal Investigator. You can write your contact information or whoever the contact is for the project. 

· Budget Form: 

· If you have a NATO CAGE code include it, otherwise you must apply for one at www.dlis.dla.mil/Forms/Form_AC135.asp. 

Step 4: Do research! 

These grants allow you to seek patents for any work that you do. However, the US government can not be charged for the use of any inventions that are derived from the research that is done. 
Step 5: Submit ANNUAL/FINAL deliverables 

· Annual deliverables: 

· Annual progress report (refer to Submitting Technical Reports -http://www.afosr.af.mil/ResearchAreas/funding_submitTech.htm)

· Financial forms (SF 269) 

· Invention Report (SF 882) 
(For forms see http://www.afosr.af.mil/ResearchAreas/research_forms.htm)

· Final progress report: 

· Use Form 298 (Cover page for final report)  

· Final progress report (refer to Submitting Technical Reports -http://www.afosr.af.mil/ResearchAreas/funding_submitTech.htm)

· Summarize what you have accomplished (include any reports/publications written) and what (if any) follow-on actions you might have. 
· Financial forms (SF 269) 

· Invention Report (SF 882) 

(For forms see http://www.afosr.af.mil/ResearchAreas/research_forms.htm)
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